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I venture to submit that, in the very humble prayer of the Meeting,
there is nothing new. What the Meeting requests is, moreover,
reasonable, and, on the eve of what promises to be a fierce struggle, I
once more ask for the relief sought by the Meeting. I beg to assure
the Government that there is no desire, on the part of the Indian com-
munity, to wilfully embarrass the Government or to place ourselves
outside the laws of the country.

My Association, therefore, respectfully trusts that Colonial states-
manship will still find a way out of the difficulty, and close the struggle
that has now gone on for nearly two years, and has cost the community
represented by my Association very heavily in every respect.

[/ have the honour to be,

Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION]
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[JOHANNESBURG,]
August 25, 1908
THE EDITOR
[RAND DAILT MAIL]
SIR,
It is wonderful how every demand made by British Indians is being
misunderstood. When my countrymen recognize that the Bill2 just
passed by the local Parliament is better than the Asiatic Act, they do
not admit that their position of serfs is removed. The very fact that the
status of educated Indians hangs fire shows that there is no desire to
treat them otherwise. Was not my daim to partnership resented? Was
not its repudiation by General Smuts received with sustained cheers
in the popular House? And, yet, what is strange in the claim put for-
ward by me? You, Sir, know well that we are taught in the public
schools in India the doctrine of partnership and equality in the eye of
the law, and yet, these are expressions one may not even whisper in
the Colony without being laughed out of court,
1  This appeared in Indian Opinion under the titk "Mr. Gandhi and the Mail".
2 Asiatics* Registration Amendment Bill